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And Publiſhed at their Requeſt. LA 0 / 


By the Rev. WILLIAM WATKINS, 


n 


CurarTE of WHATLEY, &cBg. 
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B. 1. 


. LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE. 
HEN Almighty GOD firſt formed Man out of 
the duſt of the Earth, he deſigned him for a 


life of innocence and happineſs: His natural wants were 


o 


ſupplied from the ſpontaneous productions of the Earth, 
and an unlimited power and dominion\ was given him 


= 


over every thing that was created. 


F 


He was endowed with reaſon and reflection, and the 


power of ſpeech was beſtowed upon him, that he might 


4 


expreſs 
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expreſs his feelings, and offer up the tribute of praiſe. 


— 


and thankſgiving to his great CREATOR. „ 


The ſocial affections were implanted in his breaſt, and 


therefore the DeITY. pronounced his happineſs to be 


incomplete, until he had an opportunity of exerting 
them. „ If is not good that the Man ſhould be alone, * 


was nnen by ALMIGHTY WIsDOoM; and an aſſociate 


was formed for him by ALMIGHTY POWER. 


When, in conſequence of their diſobedience and wil- 


parents were ee to 


ful tranſgreſſion, our 


labour and to ſorrow, when their offspring “ began to | 
multiply on the face of the Earth, . and © the Earth 
% was filled with violence, ˙ then SocikTv, which i in a 


. 


ſtate of i innocence was conducive to happineſs, beckme 
abſolutely neceſſary to enable Man to ſupply his wants, 


and guard againſt the attacks of violence, the machina- 


5 
* 


* Gen. ii. 18. + Gen. vi. 1. 1 Gen. vi. 11. 


1 


E 


tions of fraud, and the imbecilities of Human Nature. 


Man, thus conſcious of his inability to provide for or 


protect himſelf, muſt be ſenſible of the neceſſity of 


procuring aſſiſtance from his fellow- creatures, and the 


conſequent obligation he was under of contributing to 
their relief and happineſs. —When 11 found the viciſſi- 
| tude of human affairs to be ſuch, that no ſtate of life 


was eſtabliſhed upon a ſure and permanent foundation, 


- or exempted from misfortunes and diſtreſs; and when he 


conſidered every individual of his ſpecies as a member of 
the great body of mankind; and although, from the ne- 
ceſſary inequality and ſubordination of their ſituations 
in life, all theſe Members had not the fame ee, 
yet the mutual intereſt and happineſs of men depending 
ſo neceſſarily upon a reciprocal exchange of good offices, 

and the delightful and beneficial intercourſe of friendſhip 

and humanity, he mult conclude that no one could f 


cc \ fay 70 another, [ have 10 need of thee. 


* Rom, xii. 4. + 1 Cor, xii. 21. 


e e 


Such is the uncertainty of all temporal happineſs, 


that the man who to- day is in poſſeſſion of all that this 
world can afford, of health, riches, and unſpotted fame, 


may to-morrow pine in ſickneſs, penury, and diſgrace, 


or ſink at once into the arms of death. For ſo delicate 
is our texture, and ſo complicated are the movements in 


our frame, that the ſlighteſt injury may diſorder the 


whole machine. 


Nor is the poſſeſſion of riches leſs precarious. For 


do they not « make to themſelves wings, and hy away gas, 


Are they not ſubject to the depredations of rapine, and 


the artifices of fraud? May not the ocean ſwallow, or 


s 


the fire conſume them? And with reſpect to a fair 


character, which by the man of noble ſentiments is more 


highly valued than even life itſelf, how often does the 


'% 


poiſonous breath of ſlander tarniſh the brighteſt virtue, 


and cover its devoted victim with infamy and anguiſh! 


* 


* Prov. xxiii. 5. 


Thus 
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Thus uncertain are all ſublunary poſſeſſions; and from 


the conſideration of this precariouſneſs, the concluſion 
naturally reſulting will be this, that nothing can better 
enable us to prevent or mitigate the evils of life, than 
to © dwell together in unity“ and render to each other 
mutual comfort and aſſiſtance. 

The pleaſure ariſing from acts of benevolence, from 


relieving diſtreſs, adminiſtering comfort, or communi- 


| cating happineſs, 1s the moſt ſublime which the human 
mind is capable of enjoying; but it is the mind of the 


humane and generous only that can experience this plea- | 


ſure. The ambitious are employed in the purſuit of 


power and pre- eminence ; the covetous in che acquiſition 
of wealth; and the voluptuous in the gratification of 

their ſenſual appetites. T heir hearts are callous to the 
oft emotions)of compaſſion, deaf to the orphan's cries, 
the widow's prayer. While the benevolent and humane 
look with an eye of affection upon the whole human race, 


ſympathize with tender pity wherever they behold diſ- 


* Pſalm cxxxiii. 1. 


© | treſs, 
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ee ive a new bloom to affiiftion's pallid cheek,” ſoften the 


5 8 unhappy mourner, and ſend him on 
oy way rejoicing, „„ WP 
Powerful as theſe conſiderations are, they are not the 
only, or moſt forcible motives to the love of Socttty, LE” 


and the exertions of feeling benevolence; for if we 


OS. 


examine the Sacred Writings, we ſhall find no precept 


* 
. 


more frequently urged, more ſtrongly recommended, than 
BROTHERLY LOVE, and mutual affection. 

e Behold,” fays the Royal Pfalmiſt, ©& how good and 
1 Joyful a thing it is, brethren, 70 dwell de in unity. ah 


« Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, and have 
« fervent charity among yourſelves,” is the advice of 


The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles exhorts us to © e 


* kindly affeftioned one to another with BROTHER? 
Lors,t” and © above all things to put on charity. 9 = 
* Pfalm cxxxiii, 1. + 1 Peter iii, 8, iv, 8, f Rom. xii. 10. 6 Cololl. iii. 14. _ 
3 . 
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And our bleſſed SAVIOUR commands us to perform this 


as a duty. A new commandment” fays the Divine Legiſ- 
lator, 4 T give unto you, that ye Dove ons another. 
Would we then follow the dictates of reaſon, and obey 
the precepts of religion; would we diffuſe the rays of 
benevolence around the habitations of indigence; would 
we adminiſter comfort to the afflicted heart; ſu pport 1 the 
feeble on the bed of fickneſs; wipe the tear of virtuous | 
ſorrow from the widow's cheek, and reſcue the helplef 
orphan from poverty, diſeaſe, and the contagion of bad 


example. In ſhort, would men, to the utmoſt of their 


power, : act upon principles of BROTHERLY Love, and cul- 
_ tivate in their hearts the ſocial affections planted there by 
their great CREATOR, the bleſſings of peace and harmony, 
of unanimity and concord, would every where abound, 
Mercy and truth would meet together, and righteouſneſs 
© and peace would kiſs each other ;* ch injuſtice and oppreſ- 
fion would hide their guilty heads, all the pleaſures of 5 
life would be heightened, and all it s evils mitigated. 


1 Jabg xii 34. x Pſalm hoy. 10. 
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The private happineſs of mankind, and the publick 
welfare of the community, muſt ever depend upon an 


exchange of good offices, and the ſpirit of benevolence 


and amity; for by theſe the bonds of natural affection, 


and the ties of friendſhip, are firmly cemented. 
From what has been ſaid, it is evident that the ſug- 
geſtions of nature and the voice of reaſon point out the 


neceſſity and benefit of ſocial intercourſe; but vain and 


ineffectual, alas! are the natural powers of corrupted 


man, to enable him to purſue the proper ſteps which 


may lead him to happineſs. Without ſome certain rule 


to direct "I conduct, he muſt unavoidably wander in 


error. He ſtands in need of a directing light to illumine 


the darkneſs of his underſtanding, and lead him into the 


paths of duty. This light has been graciouſly vouch- 


ſafed to man. RELIGION diſplays her radiant beams to 


_ diſpel the gloom of 1 ignorance, and enlighten the facul- 


ties of his mind; the informs him that love, gratitude, 


volence to nan; candour, humility, and temperance, 


i f 
N . t] 0 
. 
* 
% 
* 
* 
1 
4 # 
ef 
* „ 
1 N 
: 4 
mg 
- 
- ne; ; 
- : Cy 1 4 þ 
$44, 75 * W 
: "ad 5 8 Gr * 
7 4 We 2 8 
RN oY 1 8 
I 1 ; Cs I > [ 


. 
rt 


1 #3--4 
within himſelf, are to be his guides "Oe life, 40 his 


harbingers to felicity. 


"Theſe, theſe, my brethren, are the ſolid principles upon 


which the foundation of our Society is immoveably fixed; 


theſe are the virtues that adorn it with w1isDOM, 


STRENGTH, and BEAUTY; which have enabled it to 


ſubſiſt from the earlieſt period of time, in ORDER, 
HARMONY, and PROPORTION; and will -continue to 


preſerve its influence, till time ſhall be no more. 


The love of his great CREATOR i is the firſt duty of 


every MasoN; and accordingly our conſtitution teacheth 


us to admire that infinite W1sDOM which laid the foun- 


dations of the earth and that ALMIGHTY PoweER, at 


whoſe command the wide-expanded univerſe ſtarted into 


exiſtence. To adore his GooDNEss, by whoſe bounty 


ue exiſt; to venerate his JUSTICE, from whoſe impartial 


hand will be diſtributed recompence to the virtuous, 


puniſhment to the wicked. To cheriſh in our hearts the 
warmeſt gratitude to our gracious BENEFACTOR for the 
oe 
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bleſſings we enjoy, and einde that gratitude by the moſt 


a free admiſſion to 
utmoſt of our power, obey their ſoft injunctions. We 
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ardent love, and the ſincereſt obedience. 

| And as he who loveth GOD, muſt love his brother 
e alſo,*" ſo we are enjoined to exerciſe the virtues of 
Juſtice, humanity, and beneyolence, towards each other. 
Juſticei is to direct us in all our dealings with our brethren; 
Punctuality to attend our engagementz: ; and Fidelity to 
crown our contracts. 


diſtreſs aſſail our ears, we muſt not ſhut our hearts againſt | 


the entrance of compaſſion and benevolence, but grant 


oſe heaven - born gueſts, and, to the 


are to ſtretch forth a bounteous hand to adminiſter relief 
to the indigent; and apply the bealing balm of conſola- 
tion to the wounds of the afflicted. We muſt endeavour 
to defend the innocent from ther ee ſhafts of 
calumny to protect the poor from the galling chains of 
oppreſſion; and to guard the weak againſt the ſpecious 
deluſions of vice, and the fatal dangers of impiety. 
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When the plaintive accents of 
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Nor is our Society leſs careful in preſcribing rules for 


the SELF- GOVERNMENT of her members, who are com- 


manded to be candid in their ſentiments, and humble in 


their deportment; never to ſully the virtues of the good; 


or form an uncharitable opinion of the actions of their 


brethren; to make every allowance for the imperfections 


of human nature; to be cautious in judging from exter- 


nal appearances, but to examine the motives from which 

| actions proceed, and then form their concluſions with N 
benevolence and impartiality; not to think more highly 
of chemſelves than they ought to think, but to be modeſt 


"i eſtimating their own merits, not to deſpiſe and under- 


f value the accompliſhments of others, but liberally to 


beſtow upon them that praiſe which is juſtly due to their 


reſpective abilities; ; and, that the arrogance of pride and 


the inſolence of power may be unknown to thoſe who are 


upon the LEVEL. of Friendſhip, ſbe decrees that the 


orders of her governors be iſſued without haughtineſs, 


and enforced with the ſoft accents of gentleneſs and love. 


We are exhorted alſo to reduce our paſſions under the 


dominion 
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e 
dominion of reaſon and religion; to reſiſt the ſeductions 


of illicit pleaſure; to be moderate in the uſe, and tempe- 


rate in the enjoyment, of that which is lawful. And 


laſtly, every member of our fraternity is under ſtrict i in- 


junctions to pay the utmöſt reſpect and obedience to the 


ruling powers, to ** render tribute to whom tribute is due, 
& honour to whom Honour; always to act the part of a 
peaceable and loyal ſubje&, diſcouraging the murmurs 


of the diſaffected, and id the turbulence of the 


5 ſeditious. 8 


Theſe are the principles of Farr-Masoxkv. If, there- 
FO love, gratitude, and obedience. to GOD, be true 


WISsDOM; if juſtice, humanity, and benevolence toward 

men be the STRONG cement of SOCIETY; and if candour, 
humility, temperance, and loyalty, are lovely and enga- 
ging virtues; it follows, that a SocieTY formed upon 


theſe wiſe principles, governed by theſe ſtrong regula- 


tions, and calculated for the moſt BRAU rirul ends, muſt 


gb * 1 xill. 7 | BEE | 
YO „ 
4 it 5 
25 5 If 155 RY: <4 


* 2 Au 64 NN Wi 414 e 
3 D 
4 8 1 N wy eg PT. Fro PL 7 
aF \ * Ny + * 4 Ml. 4 
RS 2 n 8 1 l - q , 7 A 
* NW. KM E214 ** es 3 E bay*7 
1 ine « * 
2 N We Jy * \ W 


Ce 


ſurely be an amiable and laudable inſtitution, tending to 
promote the glory of GOD, and the happineſs of man- 
kind. And yet objections have been raiſed againſt it. 
Objections which have originated in ignorance, and been 
nurtured by prejudice. For the man whoſe mind is ani- 

mated. by liberality, and whoſe boſom glows with philan- 
|  thropic ardour, will never form an uncharitable opinion 


of what he does not comprehend, or raſhly cenſure what 


1 may merit praiſe. To conſtrue SECRECY into a crime. 


is, he knows, a palpable perverſion of the truth; for in 
all climates and in all ages it has ever been deemed a vir- 
tue; and if we believe the wiſe King of Iſrael, V. 50% 
Aiſcovereib ſecrets 22 his credit, and ſhall never find 
„ 4 Friend to his mind. x Beſides, the ſecrets of this 
Society are concealed from the profligate and immoral 
only; the door of MaSONRY 1 is always open to the lovers 
of virtue, upon their conforming to thoſe conditions 
which its conſtitution preſcribes. 
Such 1s the frailty of human nature, that the wiſeſt 


regulations are not always obſerved, or the moſt falutary 


* Eccleſ. xxvii. "FI 
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precepts obeyed; at the ill-conduQ of $0ME individuals 
of our Socicty has been urged as a reproach againſt the 
whole body; With equal juſtice may the ſame objection 
be made againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, from the immoral lives 
of many of its profeſſors; but as this is a concluſion which 
will not be drawn, though it muſt be admitted by all 
who allow the other, the BrauTyY of our Inſtitution can- 
not be ſhaded by the clouds of ignorance, or its luſtre 
diminiſhed by the gloom of malevolence. 

Our not admitting women into the Society has drawn 
u pon the Order undeſerved calumny. i Self- preſervation 
is our only motive. We admire their beauty, we revere 
their virtues, and are convinced that man derives his great- 
eſt happineſs here below from a virtuous intercourſe with 
that lovely ſex, and the chaſte endearments of connubial 
love. We are ſenſible of the ſublimity of their ſenti- 


ments, the capacity of their knowledge, and the fidelity 
of their attachments 3 but we dread their power. For 
were they admitted to our meetings, the paſſion of love 
might perhaps pervade the breaſts of the brethren; one 
fair object might engage the affection of many members, 
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jealouſy would enſue, and prove the means of converting 


that harmony, peace, and concord, which are the baſis 


of our union, into diſcord, rancour, and animoſity. 


Having thus, my brethren, deſcribed the principles 


upon which our ancient and honourable Order 18 founded, 


an order that ranks among its members, men of the moſt 


F Jhuftricus birth and exalted virtue, which boaſts of greater 


antiquity in its origin, and more laudable purpoſes in its 


end, than any other order of human inſtitution; and 


having alſo briefly conſidered the objections alledged 


againſt it by the ſons of ignorance, or the ſlaves of pre- 


judice, and evinced their futility; permit me, in conclu- 
ſion, to remind you that the WISDOM and BEAUTY of our 


inſtitution will be rendered more conſpi picuous to the 
world, by a ſtrict performance of the virtues it preſcribes, 
by doing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
« our GOD,*" than by all the force of language, and 


the Arength of argument. 


Remember that Free-MASONRY has its 1 


upon morality; that the gentle bondage ſhe impoſes upon 
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